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4.4 WRITING // HEADLINE DESIGN

Different formats, capitalization and design options make headlines
dynamic visual elements.

DIFFERENT FORMATS ADD VARIETY TO HEADLINES. The design and format of the headline
can vary among sections. One way to give headlines a different look is to move the secondary
headline around in relationship to the primary headline.

Kicker: A single line secondary headline that is placed above the primary headline.

Wicket: A multi-line secondary headline that is placed above the primary headline.

Hammer: A primary headline placed above the secondary headline.
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Tripod: A multi-line secondary headline placed beside the primary headline.

DESIGN OPTIONS ARE UNLIMITED. Primary headlines are much larger than secondary
headlines. Primary headlines generally appear in 24 to 200 point size type. Generally speaking, the
most popular sizes range from 36 to 60 points. Secondary headlines generally appear in 14 to 18
point.

Staffs should study popular magazines and clip contemporary headline designs.

A range of capitalization styles help give headlines a different look from section to section.

All caps: This can be powerful if the primary headline is large and the number of words are few.

FOOTBALL TEAM WINS BIG

Small-caps: A technique similar to all-caps, but offering a little more variety with big and small
capital letters.

FOOTBALL TEAM WINS BIG

Caps and lower case: A bit formal for some yearbook staffs, this style calls for every word to be
capitalized except for articles and prepositions, as in a title.

Football Team Wins Big

Sentence Style: This style is popular and as the name implies, similar to a sentence without a
period on the end. Only the first letter of the first word and proper nouns are capitalized.

Football team wins big

Lower-case: This is very informal with no words capitalized, not even proper nouns.
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football team wins big

Grand Blanc High School  //  MI
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Idaho Fal ls  High School  //  ID
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Palos Verdes High School  //  CA
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Whitney High School  //  CA

 

See Jostens 7-Minute Starter Writing Lessons for classroom activities on headline writing and
design.
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